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JOHN of BON ACCORD • 32 Bar Reel, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set  • RSCDS Book 33 

Devisor: Roy Goldring 

Written by Roy Goldring for John Drewry perhaps the greatest SCD dance devisor of all time, who lived in the city of Aberdeen 

in Scotland whose motto is “Bon Accord”.  From thence on Drewry became dubbed with the eponymous title “John of Bon 
Accord Himself”! 

 

BONNIE STRONSHIRAY • 32 Bar Strathspey, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set  

Devisor: Bob Campbell, Oakville  Glasgow Assembly and Other Scottish Country Dances  

Stron from Gaelic for “opening/mouth” and “shira” for Glen Shira in Argyll, as the picturesque “bonnie” opening to Glen Shira 

can be seen from Inverary where Bob Campbell’s ancestors hailed from.  

 

THE IRISH ROVER • 32 Bar Reel, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set 

James Cosh Twenty-Two Scottish Country Dances 

Possibly named after the Irish “Travelling Ballad” called “The Irish Rover”, attributed to Joseph M. Crofts of Dublin: Ireland. It 

“lauds the lore” of a magical ship, with cargo & crew to match. . . 

In the Year of our Lord Eighteen Hundred and Six  /  We set sail from the cold cove of Cork  /  We were sailing away 

with a cargo of bricks  /  For the grand City Hall in New York  /  She was a wonderful craft, she was rigged 'fore and 

aft  /  And lord how the trade winds drove her  /  She had twenty-three masts, and she stood several blasts  /  And 

they called her the Irish Rover 

 

THE MONTGOMERIE’S RANT  • 32 Bar Reel, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set 

RSCDS Book 10 (Originally from Castle Menzies Manuscript, 1749) 

The name Montgomerie has been in Scotland since the 12th century with the first Montgomeries coming to Scotland as vassals 

of Walter Fitz Alan. The Montgomerie name appears to have been adopted purely because Walter Fitz Alan had land in 

Montgomery in Wales. The name Walter Fitz Alan may seem unfamiliar, however, when Walter was appointed High Steward 

of Scotland by David I they became “Stewarts”. Going forward, Walter’s descendants were Monarchs of Scotland from 1371 

until 1714. 

Who was the Montgomerie in ‘The Montgomeries’  Rant?  Montgomerie is the family name of the Earls of Eglinton and the 

date of the Castle Menzies manuscript is 1749, which would mean that Alexander Montgomerie, the 10th Earl, was the head of 

Clan Montgomerie at the time – was it him?  The names Montgomerie and Eglinton make frequent appearances in traditional 

tune collections, but who were they and what was their origin and history? 

Original tune: Lord Eglintoune (traditional, ?John Riddell, c. 1766)) Lady Montgomerie (Hugh Montgomerie, 12th Earl of 

Eglintoune 1769-96)  

As if the 12th Earl had not done enough with his life, he was also a renowned amateur musician – a cellist and composer. In 

1795 Nathaniel Gow published, on the Earl’s instructions, an anonymous collection of his tunes: 

"New Strathspeys, Reels, for the Pianoforte, Violin and violincello, Composed by a Gentleman and given with permission to be 

published by Nathaniel Gow, Edinburgh".  

As far as the Scottish country dancing world is concerned, his best known composition is ‘Lady Montgomerie’, which has 

become the tune most associated with The Montgomeries ’Rant. But who was Lady Montgomerie? Was the tune named after 

https://youtu.be/FujOkxvIzPA
https://www.scottish-country-dancing-dictionary.com/video/irish-rover.html
https://www.scottish-country-dancing-dictionary.com/video/montgomeries-rant.html
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one his daughters Lady Jane Montgomerie or Lady Lilias Montgomerie? Or maybe his daughter-in-law Lady Mary 

Montgomerie who was the daughter of the 11th Earl or possibly his wife Eleanor! 

 

MONYMUSK • 32 Bar Strathspey, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set 

Source: John Preston, 18C RSCDS Book 11 

Monymusk is a planned village in the Marr area of Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 50k NW of Aberdeen. The name is Gaelic “moine 

mus(g)ach” (nasty, filthy bog), not perhaps THEE most prepossessing of names. A nicer alternative for “Monymusk” (or 

“Monimusk”) can also be based on the Gaelic “monadh” meaning a moor or heath and “uisge” meaning water or river. While 

the name may not be pleasant, the dance is an olde time favourite.  

MUSIC: The tune “Sir Archibald Grant of Monymusk’s Strathspey-Reel honours the local laird who built the town of Monymusk-

Aberdeenshire  as a workers ’village. (In Toronto there is only ONE recording to use, and that is THEE one by our own Don 

Bartlett on his recording “In Triumph”!  )      

 

THE AUSTRALIAN LADIES • 32 Bar Reel, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set 

 Glasgow Assembly and other Scottish Country Dances 

Devisor: Robert (Bob) M Campbell, Oakville, Canada  

The dance was devised in May 1967 by Bob Campbell of Canada for FOUR “Australian Ladies” of the demonstration team of 

the Newcastle (Australia) Colleges Strathspey and Reel Club. Of these “Australian Ladies”: Jean Conway, Elma See, Lorraine 

Dyall, and Margaret Gray ONLY one had been born in Australia the rest being new immigrants!   

MUSIC: The Australian Ladies National Pipe Band undertook a “world tour” in 1926, and on attending the Cowal Highland 

Games in Dunoon Pipe Major of the games Mr William Ferguson scored a march to welcome them calling it “The Australian 

Ladies”. It was this tune that Bob Campbell used as lead tune for his dance, but as it is a 2/4 march it has to be speeded up to 

use in reel-time.   

 

XTRAS 

 

SHIFTIN’ BOBBINS • 32 Bar Reel, 3/4 Couples, Longwise Set 

 The Ormskirk Scottish Country Dances, Book 6  

Devisor: Roy Clowes, Ormskirk-Liverpool, England 

Written to honour the weaving industry in Dundee-Scotland, using the natural fibre JUTE from the Indian sub-continent. 

Dundee is famous for many things including it’s THREE J’s: “ JUTE, JAM & JOURNALISM”! 

The Scottish city of Dundee also has a long association with marmalade. James Keiller and his mother, Janet, ran a small sweet 

and preserves shop in the Seagate area of Dundee. In 1797, they opened a factory to produce "Dundee Marmalade", a 

preserve distinguished by thick chunks of bitter Seville orange rind. The business prospered, and remains a signature 

marmalade producer today. According to a Scottish legend, the creation of orange marmalade in Dundee occurred by accident. 

The legend tells of a ship carrying a cargo of oranges that broke down in the port, resulting in some ingenious locals making 

marmalade out of the cargo. 

More Info about each of the dances:  click here 

https://www.scottish-country-dancing-dictionary.com/video/montgomeries-rant.html
https://www.scottish-country-dancing-dictionary.com/video/australian-ladies.html
https://www.scottish-country-dancing-dictionary.com/video/shiftin-bobbins.html

