THE AUSTRALIAN LADIES

DANCE

The dance was devised in May 1967 by Bob Campbell of Canada for FOUR “Australian Ladies” of the
demonstration team of the Newcastle (Australia) Colleges Strathspey and Reel Club. Of these “Australian
Ladies™: Jean Conway, Elma See, Lorraine Dyall, and Margaret Gray ONLY one had been born in Australia the
rest being new immigrants!

The original leaflet had the supporting couples dancing a “Rights & Lefts” pattern around the corner
positions, but on consideration this was changed to the classic “set & giving right hands change places” pattern.
The devisor’s diagram indicates those corners “travelling” counter-clockwise around the set put on a polite-like
turn to face onward, before starting the nxt setting sequence to the nxt dancer. There is not any so-called “Split
Setting” where dancers use one setting step to the dancer they have just changed places with and then the
second setting step to the nxt dancer they come to face onward!

MUSIC

The Australian Ladies National Pipe Band undertook a “world tour” in 1926, and on attending the Cowal
Highland Games in Dunoon Pipe Major of the games Mr William Ferguson scored a march to welcome them
calling it “The Australian Ladies”. It was this tune that Bob Campbell used as lead tune for his dance, but as it is
a 2/4 march it has to be speeded up to use in reel-time.
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The 1926 Cowal Games, Dunoon

Drum Major William Darwin at the head of Australian Ladies' Pipe Band in the massed band (he is on the left).
Pipe Major William Ferguson who scored “The Australian Ladies” tune is leading the show!

They scooped the Angus Murray Cup and a sizeable number of gold and silver medals. One month later, at
the Breamar Highland Gathering, they became the first ladies band to play before the King and Queen:
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Drum major at Cowal games 1926

Look at the Drum major on the left - Pretty good!


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D2ur1zIGLpSY%26feature%3Dyoutu.be%26fbclid%3DIwAR1z-z0pTTOqdr6BPUQDrdLL0jz78RCBcj-OWzNXbMHsmf8yiX-E0JQ0hQE&h=AT2OCtFEFQTgBD4COu3ZUHKBW4vK2rUIhn6jMI0OJ-kDreMNXZ63GDnEFAQrvjhyut--SKQaUSOwvHfeT6_nlMSAvr6yI9lS3rf1rLdSgpdzCiQtQ1bzob9xUs3zCrfjxdR_940OjVoD5OTvYGmfXGc7D149oG_yjxsQopEvgoVADXNy8YJRf0NtmIel_zTHVK5J5dLG93m34AyfEqWEKXlhtLc7SgT16rMEdHGwxKr52wYNgICqNIchJZszw7P5yTuW_iHxTVjng4ZI1mCAiZNB4M16pEiGwC3Q_kXg5qqpe7F682uFj0jZv_MUwfj_ybV8MPPbS4HQmI3SAy_AabLzzttKR0f0UF_zCZzLPQEs3ME61p2f7BNwyQjpITpUiGu96VAN6al7OndM3Crnk1wS4K23wojFqH-LJRL3KBK2qPVitdpVeKXh3UE_bLEk7Tgipcd1Oxe-yguBABEPOBHZ3n_eYFaQq2HyOi3p7aM0w197ilWOxdazucsY6l0nFjrzsvRfjmIdNYYYKZoqwfnaguqFV04bE_hlBzc_dUt2gn2Rmvn8CKTkqEf51f8Aii-Z_jpuNTbT-qWdpxVZtAEKBDqqfsc6-wBONMLt0tjfZzLjQ2QiL51Xp7qfbFG-JQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ur1zIGLpSY&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1zgbIVZz-BvwwdMh_KOwAc9Awm5Zf1sMExnN-BC14Awf88MlWYRKwf2Tg
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The Irish Rover
Words & Music: JM Croft, Dublin, Ireland

In the Year of our Lord Eighteen Hundred and Six

We set sail from the cold cove of Cork

We were sailing away with a cargo of bricks

For the grand City Hall in New York

She was a wonderful craft, she was rigged 'fore and aft
And lord how the trade winds drove her

She had twenty-three masts, and she stood several blasts
And they called her the Irish Rover

There was Barney McGee from the banks of the Lee
There was Hogan from County Tyrone

There was Johnny McGurk who was scared stiff of work
And a man from Westmeath called Malone

There was Slugger O'Toole who was drunk as a rule

And fighting Bill Tracy from Dover

And your man Mick McCann, from the banks of the Bann
Was the skipper on the Irish Rover

We had one million bags of the best Sligo rags

We had two million barrels of bone

We had three million bales of old nanny goats' tails
We had four million barrels of stone

We had five million hogs and six million dogs

And seven million barrels of porter

We had eight million sides of old blind horse's hides
In the hold of the Irish Rover

We had sailed seven years when the measles broke out

(May be mishearing of the original lyrics which refers to “the mizzens breaking out”)
And our ship lost her way in the fog

And the whole of the crew was reduced down to two

'"Twas meself and the captain's old dog

Then the ship struck a rock; oh Lord, what a shock

We nearly tumbled over

Turned nine times around and the poor old dog was drowned

Now I'm the last of the Irish Rover



JOHN OF BON ACCORD

Roy Goldring of Ilkley in Yorkshire devised this dance for John Drewry (in many people’s eyes the greatest
SCD devisor of all time), to honor Drewry’s contribution to the RSCDS. Goldring himself actually has more
dances published by the RSCDS (32) than Drewry (20), but Drewry has devised many more dances (800+) than
Roy Goldring (200+). Drewry has also devised numerous “named” formations many of which have been
published by the RSCDS, his first one “The Rondel” in “The Silver Tassie” was in the 1% leaflet the RSCDS
ever produced in 1966. This led Miss Milligan (co-founder of the RSCDS) to know him at “Mr Rondel”,
superseded after John of Bon Accord was published when he was referred to as “John of Bon Accord, himself”!

Drewry spent his professional career in the Biochemistry department of the University of Aberdeen in
Scotland, but actually hales from Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire-England. When the dance was devised he
actually lived in “Bon Accord” Crescent but the motto of Aberdeen is also “Bon Accord”, so the title of the
dance may refer to both. The term “Bon Accord” from French literally meaning “of good agreement”, but when
used between friends can mean “Friend not Foe”. It’s use dates back to the 1308 when “Robert the Bruce”
stormed Aberdeen Castle, and gained entry by the “back-door, side-door, trap-door” with the aid of a “5™
columnist” inside the castle. As all educated Scots were fluent in French through the “Auld Alliance” with the
Catholic King of France, the password was “Bon Accord”! Bruce “razed the castle to the ground”, and modern
“Castlegate” has taken it’s place.
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constantly ranked in Europe’s top 100.

5. University of Aberdeen (1495)

4. University of Glasgow (1451)

3. University of St Andrews (1410-1413)
2. University of Cambridge (1209)

1. University of Oxford (1096)



The dance itself launces with 4 sequential & progressive 'z reels-of-3 on “short” diagonals across the dance,
1 couple dancing in sequence: RIGHT Shoulder with 2™ lady; LEFT Shoulder with 2™ gent; 3™ lady & 3™
gent. The 1% Gent must dance up one place on the ladies’ side after the 1%t & 3™ % reels to enter the 2" & 4"

Y reels, while the 1% lady always starts each % reel in the centre facing her partner. Try explaining THAT to
someone with ESL, so you’ll just have to come to class to learn it!



THE MONTGOMERIES’ RANT
What's Behind The Name?

Scottish Dances — What’s behind the name?
The Montgomeries’ Rant — RSCDS Book 10
(Originally from Castle Menzies Manuscript)

Original tune —
Lord Eglintoune (traditional, ?John Riddell, c. 1766))
Lady Montgomerie (Hugh Montgomerie,

12t Earl of Eglintoune 1769-96)
Written by Peter Knapman, Convenor of Membership
Services Committee.

Possibly one of the most popular and iconic dances published by the RSCDS — one of the dances that define
us? It was published with two tunes but over the years the second of these tunes, Lady Montgomerie, has
become ‘the tune’ associated with the dance.

Who was the Montgomerie in “The Montgomeries’ Rant? Montgomerie is the family name of the Earls of
Eglinton and the date of the castle Menzies manuscript is 1749 which would mean that Alexander
Montgomerie, the 10th Earl, was the head of Clan Montgomerie at the time — was it him? The names
Montgomerie and Eglinton make frequent appearances in traditional tune collections, but who were they and
what was their origin and history?

The Montgomeries

The name Montgomerie has been in Scotland since the 12th century with the first Montgomeries coming to
Scotland as vassals of Walter Fitz Alan. The Montgomerie name appears to have been adopted purely
because Walter Fitz Alan had land in Montgomery in Wales. The name Walter Fitz Alan may seem unfamiliar,
however, when Walter was appointed High Steward of Scotland by David | they became “Stewarts”. Going
forward, Walter’s descendants were Monarchs of Scotland from 1371 until 1714.

The Barony of Eaglesham, in Renfrewshire, was granted to Walter Fitz Alan by David | with Walter
subsequently granting Eaglesham to one of his tenants, Robert Montgomerie, who became The Laird of
Eaglesham. In the 14th century John Montgomerie, a descendant of Robert, married Elizabeth Eglinton,
heiress to the Eglinton estates in Ayrshire. From vassals of Walter Fitz Alan to owners of large estates in
Ayrshire and Renfrewshire the Montgomerie family had risen in prominence. Their position was further
enhanced in 1445, when Alexander Montgomerie was created Lord Eglinton, and in 1506, Hugh Montgomerie
was appointed the 1st Earl of Eglinton.



Monymusk is a planned village in the Marr area of Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 50k NW of Aberdeen. The name is
Gaelic “moine mus(g)ach” (nasty, filthy bog), not perhaps THEE most prepossessing of names. A nicer
alternative for “Monymusk” (or “Monimusk™) can also be based on the Gaelic “monadh” meaning a moor or
heath and “uisge” meaning water or river.
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The striking mountain range of Bennachie lies 7 miles to the North of Monymusk and dominates the local
landscape with its distinctive volcanic shaped peak - the Mither Tap. Despite this shape, it was never a volcano,
but the peak has been the inspiration behind many local legends.

The Bennachie range was formed 400 million years ago by a mass of sedimentary rock pushing upwards in the
earth's crust. It cooled slowly under a mass of sediment which has gradually worn away to expose the granite
underneath. There are 6 main peaks on the range, which are made of harder granite and have been able to resist
the weathering and ice better. Some of the peaks have exposed rock, which are known to geologists as tors.
Mither Tap is a tor and the most prominent of the peaks on the Bennachie range, yet the highest point is the
Oxen Craig at 528 m.

East Aquhorthies Stone Circle



SHIFTIN BOBBIN’S

Written to honour the weaving industry in Dundee-Scotland, using the natural fibre JUTE from the Indian sub-
continent. Dundee is famous for many things including it’s THREE I’s “JUTE, JAM & JOURNALISM”!
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A Jute field in Bangladesh

Jute rope Jute fabric



